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E-mail: avel@goldenklubben.se 


In cooperation with the Swedish Kennel Club (skk.se); contact Karin Drotz (avelskonsulent @skk.se) 


Originally the Golden Retriever was used as a gundog, but it has also become popular for obedience, 
tracking, heelwork to music, freestyle, as rescue dogs, show dogs or as a family dog. The traits that 
make the Golden a good retriever, also makes it such a popular dog for training or as family dog. 


The Golden Retriever is a fairly healthy breed, although as in all breeds there are several issues. In 
later years, three very important DNA-tests has been released, GR PRA |, GR PRA II and SAN. This 
helps many breeders to avoid combinations that increase risk of two important diseases in our 
breed. 


GOAL: To increase knowledge of the health status within breeders and stud dog owners. 
Strategy: 


e To send out a health survey to dog owners. The selection should be random dogs three or six 
years old. 

e To continue to inform dog owners on the homepage and in the breed club magazine about 
the health form were dog owners could report diseases that are not officially registered. 

e To implement the check list that is on the homepage to evaluate the health status of litters. 


GOAL: To further strengthen the good health of Golden Retrievers and decrease presence of 
inheritable diseases. 


Strategy: 


e To follow and evaluate health statistics from insurance companies in life and veterinary care. 


GOAL: To avoid proliferation of severe health disorders 
Strategy: 


e Support research in severe health disorders in Golden Retriever. Examples of severe health 
disorders are: pyometra, epilepsy, thyroid disorder, heart diseases, kidney diseases, 
locomotive and skin diseases. 


GOAL: At least 65 % of dogs over two years should be examined (x-rayed) for elbows and hips. 
Strategy: 


e Inform dog owners and breeders of the importance of screening programs and the 
importance that as many dogs as possible in the population are examined. 


GOAL: The percentage of dogs with hip dysplasia degree D or E should be below 8 percent. 
Strategy: 


e Inform about the importance that not just only look at the dogs used for breeding, but look 
at the whole family picture. To follow the progress in strategies within the area (breeding 
index) at SKK (Swedish kennel club) and SLU (Swedish university of agriculture). 


GOAL: The percentage of dogs with elbow dysplasia is below 10%. 
Strategy: 


e Inform about the importance to not just look at the dogs used in breeding, but also look at 
the whole family picture. To follow the progress in strategies within the area (breeding index) 
at SKK (Swedish kennel club) and SLU (Swedish university of agriculture). 

e To analyze why the percentage of individuals with elbow dysplasia increases. 


GOAL: At least 200 dogs older than five years are eye examined. 
Strategy: 


e To support eye examination of older dogs to a discounted prize and also make opportunities 
to eye examine dogs for example at dog shows. 
e Inform about the importance of eye examination in older dogs. 


GOAL: Until the next follow up on RAS the number of PRA cases should have decreased in 
comparison to the strategy in 2003. 


Strategy: 


e To support eye examination of older dogs to a discounted prize and also make opportunities 
to eye examine dogs for example at dog shows. 
e Continue to follow and support development of DNA-tests on different kinds of PRA. 


GOAL: To maintain the low percentage of dogs diagnosed with posterior polar cataract and retinal 
dysplasia. 


Strategy: 


e Continue to encourage eye examination in older dogs 


The RAS document is divided into several sections, hunting traits, mentality, health, breeding 
structure and exterior. They are all important and make the Golden Retriever to the popular dog that 
it is today, whether the interest of the owner is to have a good gundog, or to train obedience, 
tracking, agility or just to have a nice family dog. 


Hunting traits 


The Golden Retriever is, as the name indicates, a retriever and therefore the hunting traits are an 
important area. Some achievements have been made, but there is still a lot to do. The goals are 
therefore the same in this version of RAS (2012-2016) as in the previous. Overall we need to improve 
working ability, will to please and water passion and to decrease stress and lack of concentration in 
the working dog. 


Mentality 


We have several issues regarding mentality in our breed. Statistics from dog mentality assessments 
has shown that we need to increase curiosity and decrease fear. Many Goldens are tested, and one 
of the goals is to further increase the number of tested dogs. Evaluation of statistics has shown small 
improvements towards our goal. 


Health 


One of basics in dog breeding is healthy animals. Even though Golden Retriever is a fairly healthy 
breed, health is always in focus. The current status is quite stabile thanks to two DNA-test released 
during the last years, PRA and SAN. 


Population structure 


Health defects are often linked to high inbreeding. One of the issues in earlier years has been the 
over use of stud dogs (“matador” breeding). In the previous and this RAS one goal was to increase 
the number of males used for breeding. The inbreeding coefficient is monitored and is on a low 
level. 


Exterior 


As all breeds Golden Retriever has a breed standard. The goal is to maintain the high level of the 
quality gradings CK and Excellent at dog shows. 


